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Wellcome Collection x Spread the Word Writing Awards Terms and Conditions 

 

1. Applicants must be aged 18+. 

 

2. Applicants must be permanently resident in the UK. 

 

3. Applicants must be D/deaf or disabled, neurodivergent and/or Black, Asian, or Global 

Majority (defined as black, indigenous and people of colour). 

 

4. Applicants can be unpublished or published, as long as they have not published or 

self-published a non-fiction book for a general trade audience. If you have published 

an academic monograph, you can still apply. 

 

5. Applicants must be unagented. 

 

6. Applicants who are currently enrolled on an academic creative writing course (BA, 

MA or PhD) or have completed a BA, MA or PhD in creative writing in the last two 

years in the last two years are not eligible to apply. 

 

7. Applicants who have been selected for a writer development programme that runs 

during February-June 2022 are not eligible to apply. 

 

8. Applications will be accepted either online through our Submittable page: 

https://spreadtheword.submittable.com/submit Or as an audio or video file entered 

through our Submittable page. If you have access requirements and need assistance 

to apply, please contact bobby@spreadtheword.org.uk. 

 

9. To qualify, an application must consist of two items: the completed 

online/audio/video form and an uploaded sample of creative writing written in 

prose, which can be uploaded as a Word/PDF/audio and/or video file.  
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10. Incomplete applications will not be considered or acknowledged. 

 

11. Applications must be written by a single author who meets the eligibility criteria of 

the Writing Awards. 

 

12. All work submitted must be the individual and original work of the applicant. 

 

13. Applications must be in English. 

 

14. Applications received after the deadline of 5pm on Monday 22 November 2021 will 

not be accepted. 

 

15. Applicants agree that they will extend to Wellcome Collection the first option of 

publishing their first work of non-fiction on fair and reasonable market terms to be 

agreed in good faith. The first option will last for three months from the completion 

of the programme. 

 

16. The written sample does not need to be from the non-fiction project the applicant 

plans to write. The sample could be from a novel, novella, short story or non-fiction 

article or narrative. We will not be accepting poetry submissions. The sample must 

be a maximum of 3,000 words, please ensure your prose extract is double-spaced, 

12-point font and paginated. If you are submitting an audio application, this will 

need to be in one of the following formats: MP3; WAV or M4A. Please contact us if 

you plan to apply by audio. If you are submitting a video application, this will need to 

be either in MP4 or MOV file format. Please contact us if you plan to apply by video. 

 

17. Entries will be judged anonymously. To that effect, please do not include your name 

on any uploaded documents. This includes your writing sample. Any writing samples 
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with names or identifying information on them will render the application 

disqualified. 

 

18. Only one application will be considered per writer. 

 

19. Due to the high number of applications, Spread the Word does not guarantee to 

offer feedback on any application. 

 

20. Shortlisted applicants will be invited for an interview on Thursday 13 January 2022 

online via Zoom. Please check that you are available on this date before applying. 

We will confirm the interview format and other details in January. 

 

21. Successful applicants must be available to attend all the activities associated with 

the Writing Awards, including an in person launch event on Saturday 12 February 

2022, workshops, mentoring, meetings, one-on-one support, and a sharing event on 

Wednesday 29 June 2022. A full schedule of dates will be made available to 

successful applicants. 

 

22. For the avoidance of doubt, the Award organisers are under no obligation to select 

the maximum number of Winning Applicants (i.e. six) if it is felt that not enough of 

the Submissions are of a sufficient quality. 

 

23. Participation in the programme is free at the point of delivery. Other costs 

associated with participating in the Writing Awards will not be covered by Spread 

the Word. 

 

24. Each recipient will be awarded a bursary of £2,000, which must be used to support 

the development of their proposed project. 
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25. Access funding will be given to writers with access requirements and made at Spread 

the Word’s discretion. If you request access funding, you must complete the access 

funding section of the application form. 

 

26. Spread the Word reserves the right to withdraw and reclaim the financial value of an 

Award, bursary or access fund monies and to ask the recipient to leave the 

programme if they fail to attend activities without a valid reason, break our code of 

conduct, or are found to have fabricated any information or material in their 

application. 

 

27. Spread the Word will make final decisions on eligibility and perform due diligence 

checks on interview candidates. Our decisions are final, and no correspondence will 

be entered into on the subject. Please also refer to the eligibility criteria. 

 

28. Successful applicants must be available to participate in media and PR for the 

Writing Awards’ announcement, sharing event and related activity. 

 

29. Judges, their close family members, employees or trustees of Spread the Word and 

Wellcome Collection are not permitted to apply. 

 

30. Submission of an application to the Wellcome Collection x Spread the Word Writing 

Awards will be taken to mean acceptance of Spread the Word’s and Submittable’s 

privacy policies. 

 

31. Submission of an application to the Wellcome Collection x Spread the Word Writing 

Awards will be taken to mean acceptance of these terms and conditions. Entries that 

fail to comply with these terms and conditions will be disqualified. 

 

32. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence or discussion about the judging 

process will be entered into. 
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33. Spread the Word reserves the right to alter dates, timeline, and terms and 

conditions stated above should it be necessary for any reason. 

 

 


